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Enduring Research Interests 

 Through what mechanisms do social

structures lead to health disparities?

 Through what mechanisms are social and

health inequalities normalized and naturalized

in society and in medicine?



Methodological Approach 

 Participant-observation / Ethnography

 Oral histories

 Interviews

 Clinical chart reviews

 Media analysis





Disparities in Latinx Migrant Health 

 Immigrants in the United States

 Agricultural workers

 Migrant and seasonal farm workers

 Access to health care
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Primary Study Participants 

Participants Location Description 

130 farm employees Washington state 20 white and Asian-

American U.S. citizens 

20 Latinx U.S. citizens 

20 mestizo Mexican citizens 

20 Triqui Mexican citizens 

30 clinicians WA, CA, and Oaxaca, 

Mexico 

18 physicians 

10 nurses 

2 dentists 

22 border residents Arizona 15 border activists 

5 border patrol officers 

2 vigilante members 
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Primary Findings 

 Ethnicity-citizenship hierarchy in agriculture

 Social structure produces health disparities

through living and working conditions

 There is a lack of social analysis in the

practice of migrant health care that often

leads to inadvertent blaming of the patient

 Social and health disparities are naturalized

primarily through conceptions of race and

body difference



Skagit Valley, Washington 



Tanaka Farm 
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The Researcher 



  Social Structures and Health 



Skagit Valley 



The Practice of Migrant Health 



Abelino’s Knee 



Crescencio’s Headache 



The Clinical Gaze in Migrant Health 



Normalization and Naturalization 



Internalization 





General Research Questions 

 Through what mechanisms do social

structures lead to health disparities?

 Through what mechanisms are social and

health inequalities normalized and naturalized

in society and in the health sciences?



Points of Intervention 

 Micro to Macro Continuum

– Clinics and hospitals

– Medical and nursing education

– Media coverage and framing

– Local, regional, and national social and

health policies

– Global immigration and economic policies




